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by commission till the 22nd of November following. The King said that morning in his bedchamber that many of the politicians of the House of Commons were come up, fearing he should surprise them by letting the House sit to do business; but he would not do with them as they used to do with the Crown. I presented the King with six medals, or old Eoman coins, found at Aldborough, in Yorkshire, which he accepted very kindly.
May 13. Taking my leave of my lord of Dover (late Henry Jermyn, Esq., a papist and great favourite), he told me that the Parliament would certainly meet at the time limited, and if they did not comply with the King they might expect the issue. He told me further that the King confided in my loyally, and that if he could serve me in anything I should write to him. The King having lately got a Jesuit for his confessor, went on luster than formerly in promoting the Roman Catholic religion.
June 10. I removed my two sous from Kensington to Eton School, where there were at least 300 scholars, and some of them men; as well to improve their conversation by degrees (their schoolfellows at Kensington being little boys).
June 14. I returned with my family from Epsom waters, with better health than I carried with me.
June 21.    I set out for Thrybergh with my family.
This term an action was brought against {Sir Edward Hales, a professed papist, to whom the King- had given a regiment of foot, upon llio statute, for five hundred pounds, for having that employment, not having taken the oal/hs and the test as that law requires. It was agreed by all the judges, Baron Street only cxccpted, that the King had power by his prerogative to dispense with all penal statutes; that he was the only judge of the necessity of dispensing with the penal statutes. So Sir Edward, pleading the King's pardon, had the better of the cause.